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1989 SEPTEMBER MEETING IN ST. LOUIS
MEMORIAL LECTURE HIGHLIGHT OF PROGRAM
The tenth annual meeting of the T. S. Eliot Society took place
in spectacularly bright, cool fall weather, probably due to the
aftermath of hurricane Hugo, which unfortunately delayed the arrival
of our President, Dr. Grover Smith, until the nth hour. The program
was a carefully balanced mixture of music, lectures and social events.
The highlight of the occasion was Dr. Leonard Unger's Memorial
Lecture, "Actual Times and Actual Places in Eliot's Poetry," held on
Saturday morning, September 23. Dr. Unger presented a careful
reading of a number of Eliot poems, including a recitation and critical
appreciation of several of the minor early lyrics. These came newly
alive through his understanding of their tone and range of reference.
The Society Members Panel on Saturday afternoon included
Drs. Ron Schuchard, Stanley Sultan and Lois Cuddy, all of whom
gave eloquent and interesting pr~sentations. Ron Schuchard brought
us up to date on his important work on the editing of The Clark Lectures, which will be a major contribution to Eliot studies. Stanley
Sultan's talk, "Love and Death in The Wcz:ste Land," returned us to
the thematic problems oJ that enigmatic poem, and Lois Cuddy cast
new light on Eliot's viewS of the history of religion, a challenging and
little explored aspect of Eliot's work that has important implications
for some controversial issues.
Afternoon and evening included a stroll through Tower Grove
Park, followed by supper at the Director's Residence as guests of its
learned and charming director, Mr. John KareL The park is a visual
and historical record of the civic life of St. Louis, its frontier origins,
its nineteenth century aspirations toward culture and the develop~
ment of amenities in the public sphere, its rich diversity of ethnic
communities, and the new interest in its heritage today. The event, a
pleasure in itself, gave a sense of the values that informed Eliot's
sensib~lity long after he had left St. Louis itself behind. After supper,
we adjourned to an excellent performance of The Family Reunion
(reviewed elsewhere in these pages) followed by a pleasant reception
arranged by Ms. Marilyn Holt.
On Sunday morning, we continued in the tradition of the
Society by meeting at the First Unitarian Church, a congregation
founded, of course, by Eliot's grandfather, William Greenleaf Eliot,
and now under the leadership of the Reverend Earl K. Holt III, a
long time member of the T. S, Eliot Society and soon to become its
official historian. The church provided a warm milieu for a forum on
The Family Reunion led by Dr. Linda Wyman and Fr. James Torrens,
Each
them gave a lucid and discerning presentation on the play,
and a lively discussion followed, which included both visiting scholars
and members of the public. Later in the morning, Earl Holt delivered
a sermon/presentation, "Ghosts: Who You Gonna Can?" which
again brought Eliot alive in the context of a vital tradition of ethical,
social and religious concerns,
This year's meeting was once again remarkable for the quality
of its musical interludes. Under the direction of Ms. Laurie Ryan,
Director of Music at the First Unitarian Church, who herself played
the piano and directed a small choir, we heard works ranging from
the classical through the modem and contemporary, often based upon
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poetic texts and with lyrics and musical settings both witty and
moving. We remember particularly Laurie Ryan's elegant and warm
Debussy and Persichetti, the choir's rendition of Lovelace's beautiful
setting of Blake's "Mercy, Pity, Peach and Love," the very post~
modem geographical fugue of Toch, and the uModern Music" of WiI~
Ham Billings-a crowd~pleaser if there ever was one! Soloist Jeff
Schmidt interpreted 'Memory' with particular eloquence. We also
note with pleasure the informal dinner music presented by Tony
Fathman.

NEW SOCIETY HISTORIAN ELECTED
Reverend Earl K. Holt to Serve
The Reverend Earl K. Holt III was elected to the office of
Historian by the T. S. Eliot Society Board of pirectors at their September 24 meeting. He will serve for the term 1990-93; we extend to
him our congratulations and thanks for his willingness to serve. He
replaces Dr. Allen Koppenhaver, who received a vote of thanks from
the Board for his excellent service to the Society in its early years, and
whom the president wishes also to thank personally, The archives of
the Society will now be transferred to the First Unitarian Church,
which has offered to look after them for us.
Dr. Koppenhaver has suggested that anyone with photographs
of the Sunday afternoon events of the 1988 Centennial Conference
forward them to Earl Holt at the First Unitarian Church, 5007
Waterman Boulevard. They would be a welcome addition to our
records of that occasion.

Board Election Candidates
We have two candidates for the seat on the Society's board of
Directors left vacant by Earl Holt's acceptance of the position of
Historian (Mr. Holt has permanent tenure on the board, SO Dr. Koppenhaver's seat must be filled by election.) They are:
Lawrence C. Melton, Instructor of History, East Central College, Union, Missouri. larry Melton is a community college Amerjean history teacher. He avidly researches St. Louis history with an
emphasis on Scott Joplin and the "Ragtime Era," and has an avoca~
tional interest in T. S, Eliot.
W. Ronald Schuchard, Associate Professor of English, Emory
University. Ron Schuchard is the author of a number of articles on
Eliot and other modernists in the PMLA, Review of English Studies,
ELJI, Southern Review, and other journals. He is co-editor of The
Collected Letters of W. B. Yeats, vols, 3 and 4, and editor of the T. S.
Eliot's Clark Lectures. He served as 1985 Eliot Memorial Lecturer
for the T. S. Eliot Society.
Ballots (included in this issue) should be mailed to Dr. Vinnie~
Marie D'Ambrosio at 405 Parkside Avenue, Brooklyn, New York,
11226, by January 1, 1990. The results of the election will be an~
nounced in the spring issue of the NEWS & NOTES. The successful
candidate will serve from January 1, 1990 through December 31, 1992.

________

Review of The Family Reunion

REFLECTIONS

James Torrens, SJ.

By the President of the T. S. Eliot Society

The dramas ofT. S. E!iot, I am convinced, play better than they
read. Decent staging can make some heavy-looking lines come alive
off the page. This was confirmed for me in what is probably the most
difficult case, that of The Family Reunion, creditably performed on
September 23 by the West End Players Guild in the little theater of
the Union Avenue Christian Church.

On January 4, 1990, a quarter century will have passed since the
death of T. S. Eliot. Let us, during the approaching anniversary year,
apply ourselves to the clearer understanding and appreciation of
Eliot's Originality in point of view. Without this commitment we can·
not expect to interpret his poetry afresh (as on every reading we do
interpret it) without re-enacting in a new form the naive blunders of
past readings.
The T. S. Eliot Society, having affiliated with the American
Literature Association, will participate in the inaugural conference in
San Diego, CA, May 31 ~ June 3, 1990. As authorized, I sent out a
call for papers in October. If you didn't get the word .. here it is again
in condensed form:
AlA rules prohibit anyone from reading more than one paper,
but members of the T. S. Eliot Society in good standing may send me
15 to 20 minute Eliot papers (not abstracts or topiCS merely) for con~
sideration. The deadline is February 1,1990; my address, P. O. Box
6043, Durham, NC 2n08. Do not submit, as a whole or in part, anything published or publicly read prior to the conference. Decisions
are final. The Society does not fund participants. Any member of the
Society may attend, whether reading a paper or not. The registration
fee will be $25.00. The program will emphasize American literature,
not theory.
The Stevens, Cummings, and Frost societies have got a head
start and have set up panels which are described as "dazzling." Not to
worry: if our experience of last June furnishes portents, we may outdazzle theses dazzlers.
Future conferences of AlA will often take place elsewhere
than on the West Coast, plans being subject to review each year.
The 1989 meeting of the Society, featuring Leonard Unger's
Eliot Memorial Lecture, went smoothly. I had to miss hearing Dr.
Unger, owing to my late arrival in St. Louis after two flight cancella~
tions in the aftermath of hurricane Hugo. I had read the lecture, and
I well understand the pleasure its delivery brought. The other
highlights of the meeting also deserved all the praise they drew. But
the Shortage of time for discussion of papers at the Saturday
afternoon session proved most regrettable - the more because the
same disappointment had marred one of the sessions in 1988. Fre~
quently members of the Society have suggested ways of improving the
annual meeting. TIle provision of adequate discussion time leads my
list.
For 1990 a different fonnat on Saturday afternoon and evening
is being contemplated with rather more attention to social mixing
even than hitherto - though how we could have been better regaled
than by Ms. Fathman's groaning board at the Tower Park or Ms.
Holt's after the production of The Family Reunion, I cannot imagine.
Perhaps we shall spend more time out of doors if the weather allows,
or under hatches, if it turns adverse.
The tenth year of the T. S. Eliot Society concludes with the
number of members reassuringly high after the expected dip in en~
tollment after the Eliot Centenary excitement. It is more important
to the Society that it should comprehend in its membership a good
representation of (a) active Eliot scholars and (b) lovers of Eliot's
poetry. These two categories cannot always coincide; it must not be
taken for granted that those who love the poetry write articles and
books about it - or conversely, indeed, that scholarship (even literary
scholarship) fronts for love of poetry. There is never enough useful
scholarship; but what has become of the ardor once described by the
late Robert Penn Warren as firing up those college students who, in
1922~23, went chanting passages from The Waste Land on campus
lawns? I hope that the T:S. Eliot Society will keep serving scholarship as it merits - the Society and the American Literature Association - but wouldn't some members like to have a fling at a chantingbee?

The company has minimal technical resources, which hampered
their presentation of the Eumenides. When Harry screamed "Look
there" at their first appearance, the audience did not get very much to
see-no looming countenance nor unkempt and clawed figure, only
the principal actors with their back to us doubling the Furies in gray
robes and h<XXls. But the acting was generally good-Gerald blustery
and Charles joUy and Violet jaunty, if puzzled, and Ivy timorous but
thoughtful. They pulled together intelligibly, although a bit stiffly, for
the choruses.
A high point in the petformance was the dialogue between
Harry and his younger cousin Mary, in Part I, &ene 2. Mary
responded well to the sudden twists and turns of the interchangefrom reminiscence about their confederacy as children, to a clash of
perspectives (world weariness vs. sheltered good sense), to the closing
of the doors on romance. In Part II, by contrast, the lines seemed
somewhat beyond her. The audience got a knowing and rather severe
Aunt Agatha, aloof from her brothers and sisters. In the scene (II, 3)
where Amy accuses her of having alienated the affections of both her
husband and son, and Agatha tries to set Amy straight, it is Amy who
wins our sympathies. And indeed Amy, the property manager and
family arranger, the manipulator, ends the playas a touchIng and
honest figure.
Audience members from the T. S. Eliot Society afterwards
debated what is the true cast and temper of Eliot's protagonist, Harry
Lord Monchensey. Is he a hand-wringer, morbidly self-absorbed, or a
genuine pilgrim? In his withering comments upon his relatives and
upon people in general, does he take an insufferably high-minded and
judgmental stance, or is he simply being true to his painful gift of a
wider, more divine, perspective? No clear verdict was rendered, but
all agreed as to the clarity and sensitivity of the interpretation by Ilead
actor Alfred Erickson. He had to step through his part with script in
hand, due to an illness that had curtailed his rehearsal energies. Yet
this somehow enhanced his rendition of the pensive anti~hero, harried
by his demons, drawn towards glowering and whining but also
genuinely troubled, up until the moment (II, 2) when his Aunt
Agatha helps him tum guilt and fear into courage and insight.
A final note. The West End Playe-rs make it quite clear that
this cerebral play, this Eliotic comment on Original sin, revulsion between marriage partners, expiation and the spiritual quest, is, in about
a dozen places, comic, genuinely funny. Laughter broke from the
audience. So the Players may be excused if, in comedy-of-manners
fashion, they poured themselves a drink at every pause in the action.
And they must be applauded, first for undertaking The Family
Reunion, and second, for carrying it off.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
DUES REMINDER
Your 1990 dues are due this fall. Help keep the Society solvent
by responding promptly. Dues should be sent to Linda Wyman,
Treasurer, T. S. Eliot Society, 1121 E. McCarty Street, Jefferson City,

MO 65101.

*****************

GROVERSMmf

2

A CALL FOR PAPERS ON T. S. ELIOT
TOPICS

SOCIETY PEOPLE

To Our Members
Society founder Dr. Leslie Konnyu, historian and geographer,
has just published Bcttelheim, 1811-1870: Trailblazer of Western Civilization. The Reverend Dr. Bernard J. Bettelheim was born in
Hungary in 1811 and died in Brookfield, Missouri, in 1878 after a long
and distinguished career in the Far East, in the course of which he
made the first translation of the Anglican Bible into Ryuku-Japanese
and Chinese languages. Dr. Konnyu's memorial tribute to llettelheim

is published trilingua.lly in English, Hungarian and Japanese and has a
cover by the artist Tibor Nagy. It is available from Dr. Konnyu,
uAmerican Hungarian Review," 5210 Kerth Road, St. Louis, Missouri, 63128 for $10.00 in paperback or $15.00 in hardcovers, plus
$1.34 for postage.
The First Unitarian Church of St. Louis celebrated the
fifteenth anniversary of Reverend Earl Holt's ministry with a gala
event on October 29, 1989. Mr. Holt was showered with greetings
and congratulations from the many friends, colleagues, organizations,
and institutions whose lives have been touched by his dedicated and
energetic work in their city. The T. S. Eliot Society joined in the con~
gratulations to Earl as well, and we are grateful ourselves to have
been spared so much of his energy, wisdom and responsiveness to our
needs and plans over the years.
Society member Robert F. Fleissner has recently published A
Rose by Another Name: A Survey Of Literary Flora from Shakespeare to
Eco (Locust Hill Literary Studies No.5). There are discussions of
rose symbolism in Wilkie Collins, Conan Doyle and Umberto Beo as
well as a chapter on T. S. Eliot's "multifolate rose."
Father lames Torrens writes dramatically from San Francisco
that he was actually jotting down a few opening sentences for the
review of The Family Reunion included in this issue when the quake
hit. He found himself at the entrance of a shaking building on an unstable surface. Three hours later he was back at work on his review
by candlelight! There were a few snags, later, in the printout process,
due to loose connections, but all was well. Nothing made the events
in San Francisco more immediate to us than Jim's note! Judging
from the tone of the account, the earth may have been shaken, but he
was not.

I

The T. S. Eliot Society will participate in the first annual Conference sponsored by AlA (The American Literature Association) at
the Bahia Resort Hotel, San Diego, California, on May 31 - June 3,
1990.
The AlA, a non-political alliance of literary societies with
agenda concentrating on American writers and their works, will hold
a large variety of sessions at each year's Conference. Under the
terms of the Association, the T. S. Eliot Society determines the content of the Eliot portions of the program.
Neither AlA nor the T. S. Eliot Society assumes costs or liabilities in connections with the Conference. The arranged hotel rate is
$69 a night Single, $75 double. (The Grosvenor Inn, several miles
distant, offers a rate of $45 a nighfSingle or double.) There will be a
Conference fee of $25 ($10 for retired persons and graduate stu~
dents). AlA does not enroll memberships.
T. S. Eliot Society members should observe the following:
(1) Any Society member in good standing may submit Eliot
papers for consideration. No one may read more than one
paper during the Conference, e.g. for one or more author
societies.
(2) Papers are limited to 15~20 minutes' reading time. Neither
abstracts nor long papers will be considered. Papers must not
have been published or publicly read prior to the Conference.
(3) Only a limited number of Eliot papers can be accepted. All
decisions are final, and no correspondence about the selection
process can be undertaken. Paper accompanied by return
postage will be mailed back if not scheduled for reading.
(4) Persons not yet members of the T. S. Eliot Society must
have jojned for the calendar year 1990 prior to January 1 to
have papers considered. (Dues/contribution S15-up, to be sent
to Linda Wyman, Treasurer, T. S. Eliot Society, 1121 E.
McCarty Street, lefferson City, MO 65101.)
(5) All Eliot papers must be received by February 1, 1990, and
should be sent to the following address:
Grover Smith, President

T. S. Eliot Society
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Members of the T. S. Eliot Society
This list has been complied as of November 13, 1989. The names of Contributing
Members already in good standing for 1990 in
addition to 1989 are indicated by an asterisk
(*). All current members may vote in the an-

nounced Board election, and members for
1990 become entitled to submit papers to be
considered for the ALA inaugural c:onference,
Honorary Members, who hav.e been elected by
the Board, have full membership privitedges
and are exempt from the payment of dues,

PATRON MEMBERS
'Jewel spears Brooker, St. Petersburg, FL
'Cleo McNelly Kearns, Highland Park., NJ
Elizabeth Konnyu, St. Louis, MO
Leslie Konnu, St. Louis, MO
'Yutaka Koshizawa, Tokyo, Japan
• Jane E. Patrick, Indialantic, FL
"Dulcie Barbara Smith, Durham, NC
'Grover Smith, Durham, NC
'Linda Wyman, Jefferson City, MO

SUSfAINING MEMBERS
E. Philip Bollier, New Orleans, LA
-Vinnie-Marie D'Ambf'()$io, Brooklyn, NY
·Dr. Anthony Fathman, SI. Louis, MO
-Melanie Fathman, SI. Louis, MO
Leonard Frey, Memphis, TN
·Rev. Eat! 1(. Holt III, St. Louis, MO
-Marilyn Holt, St. Louis, MO
Allen 1. Koppenhaver, Springfield, OH
>James Olney, Baton Rouge, LA
John WarTen Owen, Manchester, MO
·Harold W. Shipton, St. Louis, MO
George T. Wright, Minneapolis, MN
·Glenn Patton Wright, Tanana, CA

SUPPORTING MEMBERS
Leslie S. Archer, Hixson, 1N
"Shyamal Bagchee, Edmonton, .Alberta
•Joseph C. Baillargeon, Seattle, WA
John 1(. Boal., Bloomington, IL
Marvin A. Brooker, Gainesville, FI..

·Lois A. Cuddy, Kingston, Rt
Warnl'.JoCk Davies, Tempe, AX
Christine Eykholt, Fort Wayne, IN
-Jeanne Franklin, St. Louis, MO
Rev. Julian Furer, Detroit, MI
"Harvey Gross, Stony Brook, NY
Dr. Richard M. Halford,St. Loius, MO
Nancy D. Hargrove, Mississippii State, MS
·William R. Harmon, Chapel Hill, NC
·William E. Kinnison, Columbus, OH
"Shirlee A. McGuire, Bourbonnais, II..
·Louis Martz, New Haven, cr
"Larry C. Melton, Union, MO
Peter Michel, St. Louis, MO
"A. D. Moody, Heslington, York, England
Tatsuo Murata, Otsu, Shiga, Japan
·Russell Elliott Murphy, Little Rock, AR
·Tatsushi Nanta, MiluM, Nagoya City, Japan
"Dr. Mary Newsome, Chicago, II..
·Virginia B. Phelan, ColIS Neck, NJ
'Nadia Ramzy, St. Louis, MO
Anji Roy, Oshkosh, WI
·W. Ronald Schuchard, Atlanta, GA
Michael Smythe, Irvine, CA
ODonald E. Stanford, Baton Rouge, I.A
·Fr. Shunichi Takayanagi, SJ, Tolq>o, Japan
°Fr. James Torrens, 51, Santa Clara, CA
·Leonard Unger, St. Paul, MN
• Joe \\!helan, Mancelona, MI
·Terry Wiggs, Laredo, 'IX
"Howard T. Young, Claremont, CA

REGULAR MEMBERS
·Richard Badenhausen, Ann Atbor, MI
·WiIliam Bleakley, Springfield, II..
Virginia Bowling, Troy, AI..
"Ann P. Brady, SI. Peter, MN
'WlUiam Burke, Flagstaff, AZ
Robert H. Canary, Racine, WI
'Donna Card Charron, SI. Louis, MO
Sali Chatterjee, Calcutta, India
°Diannne R. Costanzo, Chicago, II..
·Robert Crawford, St. Andrews, Scotland
Charles Crispin, Terre Haute,lN
Alzina Stone Dale, Chicago,lI..
·Ruth L. Donnell, St. Louis, MO
°Mignon E. Eliot, Cleveland, SC
'Robert F. Fleissner, Springfield, OH
·Diane J. Fomes, Rochester, NY
'Armin Paul Frank, GOttingen, Federal Republic ot
Gennany

'Steven V. F13telli, Bristol, cr

Lewis Freed, West Lafayette, IN
'Nancy 1(. Gish, Portland, ME
I..yndall Gordon, Oxforrl, England
'Bruce M. Hayman, La Grange Park, II..
Sarah Higginbotham, St. Louis, MO
Scan R. Hoare, Arlington, VA
·Sr. Marcella Holloway, CSJ, St. Louis, MO
• Joan F. Hooker, Brooklyn, NY
Kei Kasahara, Yokohama, Japan
Kathleen M. Kemmerer, Shavertown, PA
Dal-Yong Kim, Columbia, MO
OMary Jane Kim, St. Louis, MO
Wayne A. Knoll, Falls Chureh, VA
·Eric Kumpf, Peoria,lL
Roben Langbaum, Charlottesville, VA
'Emily B. Langston, Atlanta, GA
Dana McAuliff!e, Manchester, MO
·Rex McGuinn, Exeter, NH
• Dominic Manganiello, Ottawa, Ontario
'C> Landon Martin II, St. Louis, MO
Sr. Yoshiko Matsumoto, SSND, Kyoto, Japan
"Rev. Louis G. Miller, St. Louis, MO
'Elizabeth Muther, Cambridge, MA
Laura Niesen de Abruila, Ithaca, NY
Andrew B. Oden, Atascadero, CA
'Constance A. Pedoto, Sarasota, Fl..
• Jeffrey M. Perl, Dallas, 'IX
Pamela Pirio, St. Louis, MO
Linda Ray Pratt, Omaha, NE
Paul Ramsey, Chattanooga, 1N
M. M. Richards, Odessa, TX
"Valeria Rudolph, West Lafayette, IN
Dennis J. Ryan, Temple Terrace, FL
'William E. Schuler, Mendota, It
"Richard Shusterman, Philadelphia, PA
"Pronotl Sinha, Calculta, India
'Carol H. Smith, Princeton, NJ
'Victor Strandberg, Durham, NC
'Stanley Sultan, Boston, MA
Louis Szalhmary, Chicago, II..
Margit Vincenz, SI, Louis, MO
·Dr. Wil.liard B. Walker, St. Louis, MO
Lois \\!hite Wilcox, Manchester, MO

HONORARY MEMBERS
Qeanth Brooks, New Haven, cr
Valerie Eliot, London, England
Donald Gallup, New Haven, cr
Robert Giroux, New York, NY
Andrew Osze, Vero Beach, Fl

MEMBER'S BALLOT FOR ELECTION TO THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE
T. S. ELIOT SOCIETY
(Term ending December 31,1992)

You may vote for one:
Larry C. Melton
Ronald Schuchard

o
o

Dated- - - - - - - 1989

Signature

Mail by January 1,1990 to: Dr. Vinnie-Marie D'Ambrosio, 405 Parkside Avenue, Brooklyn, New York, 11226
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